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1. USUALLY RELIABLE SOURCE REPORTS SULTAN OF AFAR, ALI MIRA 
HANFERE, HAS FLED AFAR CAPITAL, AS SAIT A, WITH ELEMENTS ETHIOPIAN 
ARMY IN PURSUIT. SULTAN, WITH SEVERAL THOUSAND WELL-ARMED SUP- 
PORTERS, SAID TO BE HEADING FOR AREA NEAR FRENCH TERRITORY OF 
AFARS AND ISSAS (TFAI) BORDER. DISTINCT POSSIBILITY EXISTS SULTAN 
MAY ATTEMPT TO CROSS INTO TFAI IF MILITARY PRESS PURSUIT. 
REPORTEDLY, FRENCH TFAI HICOM DABLANC WILL ARRIVE ADDIS EVENING 
OCTOBER 21 TO DISCUSS MUTUAL PROBLEM OF SULTAN WITH EPMG. 

2. BRITISH COLLEAGUE HAS JUST TRAVELED THROUGH AREA AND REPORTS 
THAT, AT LEAST LAST WEEK, SULTAN WAS PEACEFULLY SITTING IN 
ASSAITA, FRENCH EMBOFF ADMITS DABLANC SCHEDULED PAY VISIT TO 
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(HE ASSUMED POSITION ONLY LAST MONTH) AND NOT CONNECTED WITH ALI 
MIRA. OTHER TRAVELERS TELL US THAT SEEN FROM ROAD MORE AFAR THAN 
USUAL APPEAR TO BE CARRYING MODERN RIFLES AND FULL BANDOLIERS. 

3. GROUND FORCE COMMANDER MG GIZAW CONFIRMED TO CHMAAG OCTOBER 19 
THAT MILITARY OPERATIONS INTENDED LEAD TO CAPTURE RAS MENGESHA 
SEYOUM, OF TIGRE, IN COURSE. 

4. COMMENT: IF EPMG HAS IN FACT DECIDED TO PURSUE SULTAN, IT 
COULD FACE FURTHER DIFFICULTIES IN AFAR LAND. OUR AFAR SOURCES, 
ADMITTEDLY CLOSE TO SULTAN, CLAIM AFAR WILL ADAMANTLY OPPOSE MOVE 
AGAINST ALI MIRA. WHILE AFAR OBVIOUSLY MILITARILY INFERIOR TO EPMG 
REGULARS, ESTIMATED 500,000 AFAR TRIBESMEN COULD POST SIGNIFICANT 
INTERNAL SECURITY PROBLEM IN THEIR AREA AND COULD, PRESUMABLY, CUT 
HIGHLAND ACCESS TO RED SEA PORTS, AT LEAST INTERMITTENTLY. 

MILITARY OPERATIONS AGAINST RAS MENGESHA COULD COMPLICATE 
PROBLEM FURTHER. 
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